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I also think that in the matter of bottoms you understand
nothing at all/ And she left him singing:
Dis-moi} Venus} qucl plaisir trouves-tu
^ faire ainsi cascader ma vertu.
It was a completely delicious month for me/'
When the month was finished the Lu^itano set sail for Europe.
Gauguin was now fully launched in the ways of the world.
There were a few passengers, among whom was a rich Prussian
woman* The captain became enamoured of her, but in vain,
for Gauguin and she had found "a charming nest" in the sail-
room. He amused himself by telling her a series of unlikely
stories* When she asked him to meet her in Paris he gave her
as his address a well-known house of ill-fame. "I was remorseful
afterwards, but I could not have sent her to my mother. I
don't wish to make myself out worse or better than I am. At
eighteen one has in one many devilries/'
Among his duties was to share the watch with the first mate
who told him various stories connected with Oceania, and in
particular how while still a boy he had been lost overboard and
rescued finally by a passing ship. When this ship had put in
later at a small island he had been left accidentally behind and
had been looked after by the islanders who made him very
happy. When, however, he had had the opportunity of leaving
in another ship after two years of this life, he had done so and
had ever since regretted it. It was probably the first indication
to Gauguin of the existence in the world of a really carefree
life, but for the moment he had no reason to wish to sample it.
This existence continued until just before his twentieth year,
when he decided to give up the idea of becoming an officer in
the Merchant Marine and to join the Navy, which he did at
Havre as a third-class seaman in February 1868. His appoint-
ment book gave the following description of his appearance at
that time: "Chestnut hair, brown eyes, medium nose, high
forehead, medium mouth, round chin, oval face/' His height
was given as 1111.630, or 5ft. 3Jin. As seen later by himself he